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Kanjorski Millender- Sanders
Kaptur McDonald Schakowsky
Kennedy (RI) Miller (NC) Schiff
Kildee Miller, George Scott (GA)
Kilpatrick Mollohan Scott (VA)
Kind Moore Serrano
Kleczka Murtha Sherman
Kucinich Nadler Slaughter
Lampson Napolitano Snyder
Langevin Neal (MA) Solis
Larsen (WA) ggzrstar Spratt
Lee Olvélr Stark
Levin Owens Strickland
Lewis (GA) pallone Stupak
Lipinski Pastor Tauscher
Lofgren Payne Taylor (MS)
Lowey Pelosi Thompson (CA)
Lyr_u:h Peterson (MN) Thompson (MS)
Majette Pomeroy Towns
Maloney Price (NC) Udall (CO)
Markey Rahall Udall (NM)
Matsui Rangel Van Hollen
McCarthy (MO) Reyes Velazquez
McCollum Rodriguez Visclosky
McDermott Rothman Watson
McGovern Roybal-Allard Watt
McNulty Ryan (OH) Waxman
Meehan Sabo Weiner
Meek (FL) Sanchez, Linda Wexler
Meeks (NY) T. Woolsey
Menendez Sanchez, Loretta Wynn

NOT VOTING—17
Carson (OK) Gordon Smith (WA)
Cole Houghton Tierney
DelLay Jenkins Toomey
Eshoo Lantos Waters
Fletcher Larson (CT) Young (FL)
Gephardt Rush

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DuUNCAN) (during the vote). Members
are advised that there are 2 minutes re-
maining in this vote.
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Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida
changed her vote from ‘‘aye’” to ‘‘no.”

So the resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was
the table.

laid on

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, on June 10, 2003
for rollcall votes 252 and 253, | was unavoid-
ably detained. If | had been present, on rollcall
vote No. 252, | would have voted “yea.” On
rolicall vote No. 253, | would have voted

“yea.”
————
GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members

may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on H.R. 2143.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

————

UNLAWFUL INTERNET GAMBLING
FUNDING PROHIBITION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 263 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2143.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2143) to
prevent the use of certain bank instru-
ments for unlawful Internet gambling,
and for other purposes, with Mr. TERRY
in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. BACHUS) and the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. HOOLEY) each
will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. BACHUS).

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Chairman, | yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF).

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Chairman, | rise in
strong support of this bill today. There
are going to be several amendments of-
fered. One amendment will be offered
as if it is an antigambling amendment.
In essence, the amendment will actu-
ally bring this bill down. Fifteen years
ago, there was gambling in two States,
Nevada and New Jersey. Once we in
this country moved to what we call
convenience gambling, we have seen an
increase in crime, corruption, domestic
violence, physical abuse, and many
other bad things that we Republicans
and Democrats do not want to see. The
ultimate in what is called ‘‘conven-
ience gambling,” meaning that you do
not have to go very far to gamble, is
Internet gambling where you can sit in
your own family room in your bathrobe
on a rainy weekend and literally go
broke in about 24 hours.

There will be an amendment offered
that will be sort of viewed as maybe
some of the pro-family groups are for
it. Let me say | have a letter to the
gentleman from Alabama signed by the
Christian Coalition, Concerned Women
for America, the Family Research
Council, the General Board of Church
and Society of the United Methodist
Church, and the National Council of
Churches, the National Council of
Churches headed by former Democratic
Congressman Bob Edgar who served
here for many years.

I would ask you, do not support the
amendments that will weaken this bill.
Internet gambling is beginning to be
very corrosive in our society. We have
a chance to deal with Internet gam-
bling in the Bachus bill that the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. OXLEY) and
other Members of the House have put
forth. | rise in strong support of the
bill. 1 think this is an opportunity to
get control of Internet gambling and to
do it in a way that is constructive and
positive.

I ask my colleagues, one, support the
bill on final passage; but, lastly, do not
support any amendments that may ap-
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pear on the surface to be good but what
will in essence bring down this bill and
thereby mean that Internet gambling
will never be controlled. Five to 7 per-
cent of the young people in our country
are addicted to gambling.
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As Internet gambling becomes easier
and easier, that addiction rate goes up.

So | hope Members will oppose the
amendments that will really bring the
bill down, and on final passage do
something to help this country, to help
the young people, to get control of it,
to get control and regulate Internet
gambling.

Mr. Chairman, | rise in support of H.R.
2143, the Unlawful Internet Gambling Funding
Prohibition Act, legislation needed to prevent
the use of credit cards, checks, or electronic
funds transfers for unlawful Internet gambling.
It will be of vital assistance in curbing illegal
Internet gambling.

This legislation states in the findings section
that: “the National Gambling Impact Study
Commission in 1999 recommended the pas-
sage of legislation to prohibit wire transfers to
Internet gambling sites or the banks which
represent them.”

As the author of the legislation which estab-
lished the commission, | am pleased to see
that one of its most important recommenda-
tions may indeed become law. The spread of
Internet gambling means that people can now
gamble at the workplace and their homes,
around the clock. The unchecked progress of
Internet gambling must be curbed.

The National Gambling Impact Study Com-
mission report went on to state that gambling
can breed bankruptcy, divorce, domestic vio-
lence, and physical and emotional problems.
Even suicide has been linked to gambling.
Often times, even school-aged children—who
have never gambled before—are lured into
on-line gambling.

H.R. 2143 will establish an enforcement
structure that will let federal regulators set up
regulations which will limit the acceptance of
bank instruments such as credit cards for use
in illegal Internet gambling, reducing the
chance for gambling to gain a further foothold
in our society.

Before | close, let me share with you a
story. Donna Kelly, a mother of a 12-year-old
daughter and a 7-year-old son developed a
gambling problem. At one time there were 13
warrants for her arrest for writing bad checks.
Gambling had so wrecked her life that she
saw only one option: suicide. Two days before
Thanksgiving, she tried to kill herself. She
failed, and was placed in a mental hospital.
Mrs. Kelly spent Thanksgiving in a mental
hospital because of her gambling problem.

Her daughter asked her afterwards,
“Momma, why did you try to kill yourself? Do
you not love me anymore?” This is the human
dimension to gambling. This story illustrates
why it is so important to vote for this bill.
When you cast your vote today, remember the
many lives ruined by gambling, and remember
the family members left devastated by their
loved ones gambling activities.

Internet gambling is a vast and growing en-
terprise which can serve as an avenue for
money launders and terrorist funding. Gam-
bling also involves great social costs. This bill
will reduce access to the medium of the Inter-
net as another forum for inducing people to
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